
 

 

 
 
 
Following are notes taken from the 25 Jun Governor Northam COVID update.  These notes are 
not all encompassing but will provide basic insight to the discussions.   
 
Governor Northam: 

- How far we have come over the past 3.5 months 
- No support from Washington and Governors were on their own. 
-  Our efforts to control the spread are working 
- We are doing very good.. lowest positivity number in weeks. 
- Everyone continue to be cautious as we move to Phase 3. 
- All data points that we watch are trending downward 
- Tracing and testing are critical to keeping this virus in check. 
- 53630 antibody tests.. 6.4 of all tests were positive 
- One lab network… expand DCLS in Fairfax.  With 3 tier 2 labs. 
- 6500 tests per day average in May. June – August looking at 10K 
- Virginian’s are facing a number of difficulties and having a home/shelter should not be 

one of them.   
- We have reduced the rate of evictions prior to COVID.  Since, there has been a 

moratorium on evictions on 28 June.  We need to extend the moratorium as 
appropriate in their localities.  Department of Housing will use 50 mil in CARE act 
funding to cover rent and mortgage for those experiencing financial issues.   

- Energy debt will also be provided for low income families. 
- Phase 3 will begin on July 1st. 
- New laws being passed to make it easier to vote… mail in, longer polling hours etc.. 
- Racial injustice and reform is forefront when legislators return.  We want meaningful 

change. 
- DMV offices require appointments.  180 day leniency for document renewal (drivers 

license) 
- Guidance on school reopening is not law.  Localities are free to do what needs to be 

done to reopen. 
- Guidance for beyond phase 3 is being worked and will hopefully move to a new normal 

for schools. 
Questions: 

- Thoughts on people doubting the science?  We hope people will trust the science, but 
cannot force them.  Our decisions will be based on science. 

- Background checks for gun purchases?  They are constitutional and will stand. 
- Gatherings of 250 in phase 3?  We still require social distancing in any gatherings. 
- Are you concerned about the numbers in other states?  Yes, we pay close attention and 

will make changes as required. 
- Will we be using smart phone technology for contact tracing?  We are at 1,050 contact 

tracers to date.  We are excited about our partnership with Google/Apple tracing app.  
Tool to be used by the contact tracing team.  Should be ready in mid-July. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

- Auto racing cannot operate under restrictions in Phase 3?  We will continue to social 
distance.  Phase 3, we can have some spectators up to 1K.  Phases are incremental and 
will let data dictate our decisions. 

- Opening of amusement parks?  We want them to open up safely, but we have to be 
cognizant of the fact that there are many contacts at amusement parks.  We will make 
changes once we feel comfortable with the data. 

Twice weekly meetings will end, but will have briefings as needed.  


