
 

 

 
 
 
Following are notes from the 18 November Governor Northam teleconference.  These notes are 
not all encompassing but will provide basic insight to the discussions.   
 

- Light at the end of the tunnel is a few months away… two promising vaccines. 
- We remain near the bottom of the states for the rate of new cases.  This is good news, 

but we still have to do more.  We do not want the situation to get worse. 
- 2071 new cases yesterday, 25 deaths yesterday.  29 deaths the day before. 
- Record number of daily cases. 
- We over 7 percent on positive cases from testing. 
- I am not going to wait things to get worse before taking action. 
- 25 people or fewer people congregating.. emphasize FEWER.  Strongly encourage 

Virginian’s not to have events and test the limits.  Especially indoors. 
- Alcohol sales stop at 10pm.  Restaurants close by midnight. 
- Anyone over the age of 5 must wear a mask in public places.  Science has proven 

wearing masks slow down the spread. 
- Strengthening enforcement of state guidelines.  VDH will be doing the enforcing. 
- Be smart, be careful and think of those around you. 
- Signed budget today… provisions to protect against evictions and energy shutoff 
- Have asked title 32 status to be extended throughout this pandemic. 
- National Guard has done a tremendous job and we still need them. 
- Small businesses are struggling.  Working to help through the Rebuild Virginia program.  

We recently added more money.  15K applications.. 55M in grant payments approved. 
- We are encouraging congress to pass another stimulus package. 
- I want to remind everyone to get a flu shot.  We cannot deal with two pandemics at the 

same time. 
- Please continue to donate blood if possible. 
- Please think hard about how you celebrate Thanksgiving.  Do black Friday shopping on-

line.  Be kind to essential personnel during this stressful time. 
Dr. Norm Oliver 

- Cases have been increasing steadily 
- Case incident rate has gone to 20 cases per 100K 
- 208833 total cases in Virginia, 3860 deaths 
- 20K tests per day being administered. 

Questions 
- Schools openings/closings?  We have provided all the data to schools districts and will 

leave it to them to make the decision that is right for their jurisdiction.  One size does 
not fit all 

- Marijuana legalization?  Looking at expunging records of marijuana use.  
- Timeline for vaccine distribution?  We are working on logistics and delivery.  Have 

identified 14 sites for ultra-cold storage for Pfizer vaccine.  Moderna only needs normal  
 



 

 

 
 
 
- refrigeration.  Limited quantities initially.  First responders initially.  In the new year, 

production will increase and we will finish up with responders and at-risk people.  A 
month or so later, we will start the mass vaccination.   

- Travel restriction bans?  Not yet, but if we follow the data. 
 


